Holy Cross
Episcopal Church
Wisconsin Dells
February 2017 Newsletter
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
St. Paul when writing to the Christians at Philippi said this to them: “I thank my God every time I remember
you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel”
[Philippians 1: 3-5]
I too am thankful and like St. Paul want to tell you. The first thing that I want is to say thank you to those who
have served as wardens, vestry members, clerk, and treasurers of our congregation over the last year. Your
example and leadership is very important to the health of our congregation and I give thanks for you in my
prayers. I especially wish to thank Bill McIntyre whose vestry term has concluded. You have been a blessing to
me and to our congregation and I know that you will continue to serve in other areas.
I am also thankful for the expression of faith and responsibility which was demonstrated by those who have
pledged financial support for our parish. I thank God for you “because of your partnership in the gospel.”
Because of your generosity we have a 36% increase in the amount that has been pledged for 2017. As we
discussed yesterday at our annual meeting, we now have the ability to increase our outreach and evangelism
efforts and we’ll keep you posted as things progress. Finally I want to thank you for your individual
contributions of time and talent to the mission and ministry of Holy Cross Church.
Thank you to our acolytes, readers, greeters, chalice bearers, organist, those who supply food and work in the
kitchen when we eat together, those who serve on the Corporation Board, our deacon, our altar guild, our
Christian Formation teachers and superintendent, Bible Study Leader, hosts and participants, Book Club
participants, ushers, those who donate to Community Action, the thanksgiving jar for milk vouchers, the Haiti
Project, those who prepare the worship bulletins, those involved with our Panera Bread ministry, our
newsletter editor, those who spend time caring for our grounds, our diocesan delegates and those who have
risked to walk in our doors and are new to our parish.
I read once that it is important to give thanks for what God has given and also what God has taken away. That
may sound strange until you think about it. We have all left behind things that were not useful in life or things
that were not good for us and we all have had problems that we no longer have.
I want you all to know that I thank God for you and rejoice that we share God’s ministry in this place. We have
been given much and there are things that we have left behind, or will leave behind. Let us always remember
that “This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it”
In Christ’s Love,

Al+
Albert W. Majkrzak
Pastor and Priest in Charge

Kilbourn Bookworms

Submitted by Holy Pennington

Here is the book club information for February and March. We meet in
the lounge at the church at 6:30 and everyone is welcome (even if you have not read the book!).

February 23, 2017 – A Man Call Ove
Meet Ove. He’s a curmudgeon—the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they
were burglars caught outside his bedroom window. He has staunch principles, strict routines,
and a short fuse. People call him “the bitter neighbor from hell.” But must Ove be bitter just
because he doesn’t walk around with a smile plastered to his face all the time? Behind the
cranky exterior there is a story and a sadness. So when one November morning a chatty young
couple with two chatty young daughters move in next door and accidentally flatten Ove’s
mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical and heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, unexpected
friendship, and the ancient art of backing up a U-Haul. All of which will change one cranky old
man and a local residents’ association to their very foundations.

March 23, 2017 Night by Elie Wiesel
Night is Elie Wiesel's masterpiece, a candid, horrific, and deeply poignant autobiographical
account of his survival as a teenager in the Nazi death camps. This new translation by Marion
Wiesel, Elie's wife and frequent translator, presents this seminal memoir in the language and
spirit truest to the author's original intent. And in a substantive new preface, Elie reflects on the
enduring importance of Night and his lifelong, passionate dedication to ensuring that the world
never forgets man's capacity for inhumanity to man. Night offers much more than a litany of the
daily terrors, everyday perversions, and rampant sadism at Auschwitz and Buchenwald; it also
eloquently addresses many of the philosophical as well as personal questions implicit in any
serious consideration of what the Holocaust was, what it meant, and what its legacy is and will
be.
Thank you so much for the wonderful Christmas gift donation to the Haiti Project Fund!
…you are a great parish that reaches out and touch so many with God's Love!
In Christ's Love, Fr. Dean and Barbara

February Birthdays
Jason Seufzer
Jared Seufzer
Peter Waterman
Rachel Griffin

February Anniversaries
2/09
2/09
2/25
2/27

(Belated wishes to Bill and Lois)
Bill and Lois McIntyre 2/01

CALENDAR DATES TO SAVE!!!
 Tuesday, February 28
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper served by Sunday School
children. Suggested donation is $5. Workers arrive @ 5:30. Meal is at 6:30 p.m.
 Wednesday, February 29 Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 p.m.
 Saturday, April 1
9:30 a.m. Polishing Brass, All members of the parish are
welcome! (See details from Lois in this Newsletter)
 Saturday, May 6
The 8th Annual Great Strides Walk for Cystic Fibrosis
(See details in this Newsletter)

COMMUNITY ACTION DONATIONS
February - Bar Soap
March - Shampoo
Your continued generosity is greatly appreciated!

Holy Cross Altar Guild - Invitation to Serve!
-Submitted by Lois McIntyre
Currently, we have five members: Diane, Holly W., Rachel,
Suzette and Lois. I am so grateful to have the unfailing help
of Les and Holly. They change our banners, altar frontals and refill
the oil in the candles as needed. We are in the process of reviewing the need
to replace some linens, a fair linen and possibly a few vestments.
We will be polishing the brass this year on Saturday, April 1st at 9:30 a.m. We encourage and
ask for you to be part of this preparation for Holy Week. All parishioners are welcome.
Supplies and instructions will be provided! Many hands make light work!
Our Holy Cross Altar Guild does need more help! We juggle the Altar Guild schedule to help
meet the needs of our Holy Cross family when they cannot serve. It would be very helpful to
have a few more hands! Please consider joining our group! One Sunday a month would be so
gratefully appreciated! Please prayerfully consider joining this important ministry!
If you are able to help on April 1st at 9:30, please let Lois or Diane know! Thank you!
Editor's note: Men are also invited and welcomed for polishing brass on April 1st
as well serving on Altar Guild!!

The 8th Annual Great Strides Walk for Cystic Fibrosis !

-Rachel Griffin

The 8th Annual Great Strides Walk for Cystic Fibrosis will be held Saturday,
May 6th. If you would like to volunteer for the event or need a team shirt,
please see Rachel Griffin. This year the walk will surpass $500,000 raised for
the CF Foundation. GO GO JO !!!
When: Saturday, May 6th
Where: Original Wisconsin Ducks
Time: Registration @ 9:30 Walk @ 10:30
If you would like to make a donation to team Go Go Jo here is the
link
Click here to visit my personal page..
Thank you for being a part of the cure for Josie!
Sunday,
May
7th
CF Go
Sunday
planPhoto
on wearing
your
purple
and
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YOU
can
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Don't
miss
this!
and stay in the church for our team photo! Please contact Rachel Griffin
wisgrif2@gmail.com if you need more information!

YOU can be part of the Go Go Jo Team Photo for 2017! Don't miss this!

During our Annual Meeting on February 5th, held after our service, we enjoyed fellowship as
well as muffins and doughnuts, fruit salad and coffee! Thanks to Linda Scott and others who
helped to set up and clean up…. Vickie Edgington and the Sunday School students made table
centerpieces with a special theme… "You are the salt of the earth" (pretzel) and "You are the
light of the world." (a 'candle' cookie)…. along
with the cards shown below, "Be these!" Matthew 5:13-16

During the meeting, Rachel Griffin kept track of items we can pray for:
Continued growth, both spiritually and financially…the health and safety of our parish…. for
all those who give of their time and talent ….pray for all our outreach programs and initiatives
…. pray for continued joy, love and laughter at Holy Cross … pray for someone to fill our need
as Clerk of the Vestry. AMEN.
During the meeting, Bill McIntyre kept track of things we are thankful for:
Our freedom and the guidance that it is only in God's service that there is perfect freedom… for
the commitment of those church members who continually respond to the needs and
requirements of the parish… Our commitment to increasing our budget for Outreach…for our
clergy, Fr. Al and Deacon Ken…our supply Clergy and for our organist, Lucille. AMEN.

